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Attached are my comment regarding the proposed settlement of the Microsoft

Lawsuit

Bob Andrews
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Robert F. Andrews

1864 Castle Oaks CT.
Walnut Creek, CA 94595

925-933-6569

December 8, 2001

Ms. Renata B. Hesse
Antitrust Division

US Department of Justice
601 D Street NW

Suite 1200

Washington, DC 20530-0001

Comments regarding the Microsoft Settliement

| support the current settlement with Microsoft by the Department of Justice and haif
of the states involved in this lawsuit.

| do not think any more severe penalties are warranted. Microsoft probably deserved
a little hand slapping because of the way they dealt with the computer manufacturers.
But the issue surrounding the operating system improvements and add on's is
frivolous. The Internet Explorer was a needed part of the operating system and add
on's such as these should be allowed. It was also very easy for others to use
Netscape if they wanted to. Bottom line is that Internet Explorer wound up being the
best browser. | believe that a large part of the fuss on this issue is being made by
Microsoft's competitors who have wound up second and third best and have tried to
compensate for their under performance by supporting the antitrust law suit against
Microsoft. | believe that a major motivating force for the hold out states is purely
political as it relates to companies in their area and political contributions.

As a consumer, | believe that Microsoft has been good to us. They have provided
outstanding products at reasonable and decreasing prices. Some states would prefer
that consumers buy all of the add on’s and that could be big down the road. Where
Microsoft has been dominate in a particular software application, prices have fallen. |
also believe that Microsoft has contributed mightly to the US economy. They have
probably been the biggest contributor in the last 10 years. They should not be
punished for being good to consumers and the economy. | might also add that
Microsoft is a good corporate citizen.
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It is time to settle this suit as the Department of Justice and Microsoft have proposed.
The more harsh remedies that are being proposed by the non agreeing states should
be rejected.

Sincerely

Robert F. Andrews
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